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FROM LABBS CHAIRMAN 
Hello everyone  

By the time you read this, the summer will be almost over and most of us will be working hard towards 
Convention   it really comes round quickly.  

I have managed to visit some more clubs since I wrote for the June ed ition of Voice Box and have been 
welcomed most warmly by them all. I would particularly like to thank Junction 14 for inviting me to their 
2lst Birthday Party and Gem Connection for inviting me to their 10th Year Birthday Show.  I had a great 
time at both and certainly would recommend that you visit if you are ever in the area of a club - we really 

are an incred ibly friend ly lot! Visiting choruses is certainly one of the perks of being Chairman and I wish there was time to 
visit them all.  

I attended the Quartet Weekend in June and actually made my debut as MC 

 

perhaps better glossed over (sorry Gem)!  I had 
a great day at the Mock Contest and the workshop in the evening run by Havoc and After Hours was super 

 

so informative 
and entertaining.  What a pity, however, that only 10 quartets took part in the Mock Contest and only 4 further quartets were 
coached the next day. We have 57 registered quartets 

 

where were you all?  This is a fantastic chance to build up your confi-
dence and to be coached by the best. Perhaps next  time?  

I am sure you would all want to join with me in congratulating: 
(i)  The White Rosettes for their stunning performance  at the Llangollen Eisteddfod in July where they reached the final of the 
Choir of the World  I could be biased but I think you was robbed girls and 
(ii) Signature for reaching the Category Finals of the Radio 3 Choir of the Year (to be held 8th/ 9th  November in Liverpool).  
Good luck girls  I know that whatever the outcome on the day you will do a wonderful job.   

The LABBS Shop has been sourced and supplied by Sue Livesey (Ex-LABBS Chairman and member of Crystal Chords) since 
2002 until 3lst July this year.  Thank you Sue for a sterling job 

 

I am sure we will find you something else to do in the near 
future!  We welcome Margaret Hannay to the role (with her team of lad ies) from Amersham A Cappella 

 

good luck and 
thank you for stepping into the breach so promptly. 
   
I look forward to seeing you all in Harrogate soon 

 

our favourite venue.  Please come and say hello . 

Jacqui Edwards 

Representatives of LABBS, BABS and 
Sweet Adelines International (Region 
31) are continuing to meet regularly.  
With a collective voice of over 6000 
members we are working to promote 
and raise the profile of barbershop sing-
ing in the UK. We have already held 
one very successful joint venture, the 
Marketing and PRO Workshop in April 
in Birmingham 

 

see the June 2008 edi-
tion of Voice Box.  

A Best of British Barbershop CD.  
This is well advanced and features the 
best quartets and choruses across the 
UK.  A disc of 24 tracks is being pro-
duced for sale and a smaller 5/ 6 track 
CD is being produced for promotional 
purposes for the media.  

April 2009.  Marketing Workshop. 
A further Workshop is planned for 4th 

April 2009 in Birmingham.  If you 
missed the last one please put the date 

in your d iary now. There will be 
d ifferent sessions too so if you 
attended this year it will be worth 
being there again.  

June 2009.  Arrangers Work-
shop. A Workshop for arrangers who 
have some skill but want to improve is  

pencilled in for some time in June 
2009. There may, or may not, be a be-
ginners stream. Further information 
will be available as soon as possible.  

August 2009. Young Singers Harmony 
Camp.  Lincoln Barbershop Harmony 
Chorus (BABS) is running a summer 
camp for young singers aged 13 - 18 
from  11th 

 

14th August 2009 and edu-
cators from the three Associations will 
be taking part.  Further details at: 
www.harmony.camp.co.uk  

September 2009.   
Barbershop Awareness Week. 
This will run from 12th 

 

20th Septem-
ber 2009. We hope that all choruses in 
each Association will hold events 
across the UK during this week with 
the aim of increasing public and media 
awareness of our form of singing - con-

certs, singing in public places, rad io 
spots, singing workshops, anything 
that might work in your area and if 
you have any great ideas please let 
us know. Be innovative and please 
share your ideas with us all.  

September 2009.  Barbershop at The 
London Palladium. 
At the end of the Awareness Week, 
above, we hope to hold a show at 
The London Palladium on Sunday 
20th September 2009. We will be do-
ing this in conjunction with The Mac-
millan Trust and work is in pro-
gress . Please put the date in your 
diaries!  

Exciting isn t it?  If you think you 
could help in any way please contact 
me in the first instance:     

Yours in harmony, 
Jacqui Edwards 
LABBS Chairman  

http://www.harmony.camp.co.uk
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FIRST LADIES OF LABBS 
This is the 

f i rst in a series of articles compi led to 
celebrate the contributions that our 
Founder M embers have made to 
LABBS over the years. For the next six 
issues we wi l l turn the spotl ight on 
one of these very special ladies. This 
issue it is the turn of  DAPH POWELL.   

Daph is well known as the Master of 
Ceremonies of the Quartet competition 
at Convention but, although she enjoys 
the role immensely, it is to be hoped she 
will be celebrated in the annals of 
LABBS for more than that spine-chilling 
phrase Stewards! Close the doors 
please! As well as a founder member, 
Daph was Secretary then Chairman of 
LABBS and served as the first Category 
Specialist for Harmony Accuracy - now 
known more simply as Singing .  

A talented lady (who could sight-read 
from the age of six so a little dickie-bird 
told us), Daph founded the Barberettes 
with her husband Peter in 1976. Four 
years later, she took over as Musical 
Director when Peter decided he needed 
to commit more time to his men s cho-
rus (Thames Valley). This was the start 
of a fairly unusual partnership for 
LABBS, as Kay Derrig was asked to 
work alongside Daph as Chorus Direc-
tor.  

Both Daph and Kay have retired from 
the Barberettes in the last year but it has 
been a long and fruitful partnership 
which has brought the club much suc-
cess. And let s not forget that these two 
were also members of the club s first 
quartet and LABBS first gold medal-
lists The Minor Birds. How things 
have progressed, says Daph, we did-
n t receive our medals until the follow-
ing year!

  
The club made both Daph 
and Kay life members in 
April and celebrated their 
barbershop career in style 
at a party where they were 
crowned Queens for the 
day.    

When asked to highlight 
their memories both ladies 
mentioned joining the QCs 
chorus and both remarked 
on how fortunate they had 
been to make so many 
good and dear friends.  
Particular events also 
stood out, such as the af-
ter-contest party at Brean 
Sands that involved a 
how many people can 

you fit in a bath competi-
tion; meeting the legen-
dary Freddie King; a trip to Holland 
where they sang Tulips from Amsterdam 
in Dutch; and a police escort to one of 
their sing-outs in Bournemouth be-
cause, try as he might, the coach driver 
just could not get to the venue that was 
in plain sight but seemingly impossible 
to reach.  

As Mona Botherel put it,  We've been 
blessed with their presence. They've 
given us years of joy.

  

From Jane Wilkinson, taking a break 
from organising this year s Convention: 
Daph introduced me to barbershop 17 

years ago. Thank you Daph for all the 
wonderful times I have had in LABBS 
since!

  

From Jacqui Edwards, LABBS Chair-
man: Daph persuaded me to be LABBS 
Secretary xxx years ago and the rest is 
history! I think I'm still talking to her! 
Love ya Daph!

  

From Kath Good, LABBS 
Vice-Chairman: It won t 
be the same without you 
Aunty Daph!

  

From Collette Galloway, 
the Barberettes current 
Chairman who was asked 
to comment on Daph s 
contribution in particular: 
Daph has inspired a gen-

eration of women singers. 
A talented musician in her own 

right, she can spot a wrong note a mile 
away and probably the person amongst 
50 singers singing 4 harmony parts, 
who sang it too. She expected high stan-
dards (and got them!) but injected re-
hearsal evenings with fun too so mem-
bers of the chorus came back time and 
time again for more.   

Daph wraps up her own thoughts about 
the life she has enjoyed in barbershop 
like this: I feel thrilled to have been 
able, in some small part, to help set 
LABBS on its path to what it is today.  
There have been so many happenings 
through the years which I have stored 
away in my memory book.    

Be proud to be members of this won-
derful organisation, she says, and 
keep singing!

 
New series 

Colette Galloway, Chairman of The Barberettes present-
ing Kay Derrig and Daph Powell (right) with Life Mem-
bership Certificates in honour of their outstanding ser-

vices to the chorus. 


