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FROM LABBS CHAIRMAN 

Representatives of LABBS, BABS and Sweet Adelines In-
ternational (Region 31) have met on four occasions since 
June 2007 to d iscuss both working more closely together 
and finding ways of promoting barbershop to a wider au-
dience and, to date, there are five projects in hand:   

1. A Best of British Barbershop CD.   
This will showcase our hobby and will be used mainly for 
promotional purposes. This is progressing and it is hoped 
that the CD will become available in the early summer.  

2.             Two one-day Workshops: 
a.   Saturday 5th April 2008. BVSC Conference Centre, 
Birmingham.  Marketing and PR.   
This is targeted at PROs and webmasters. The cost is 
£25.00 per head and individual clubs will pay for their 
delegate(s) to attend; BABS Harmony Foundation is fund-
ing the overheads.  

b. A Saturday in early June 2009.   
Venue to be decided.  A Masterclass in Arranging.

  

No details yet but watch this space! 

 

3. Young Singers Harmony Camp.   
Lincoln Barbershop Harmony Chorus (BABS) is running a 
summer camp for young singers aged 13 

 

18 in August 2009 
and educators from the three Associations will take part.  

4. Barbershop Awareness Week and Show.  
It is envisaged that we will all hold events promoting barber-
shop during one week in the summer of 2009 and this will cul-
minate in a Best of British Barbershop Show at the London 
Palladium in September 2009. The Show will feature the top 
choruses and quartets from each Association and we plan to 
do this in conjunction with a major British charity.   

I hope you will agree with me that these are exciting projects 
for LABBS and for barbershop generally and will support them 
wholeheartedly.  

Jacqui Edwards 
Chairman, LABBS 

Hi everyone  

Well, the New Year is well and truly moving on and here we are again, preparing for Prelims in April 

 
how quickly these things come round! I know that both the E&J Committee and the Prelims/Convention 
Team are working very hard to make these days both efficient and fun, as always, and I do hope you will 
enjoy the new concept.   I will see some of you in Bristol and Hatfield and Kath Good will be representing 
the Executive in Leeds and Nottingham. Please come and talk to us!  

My first (and very p leasurable) duty in this letter is to say an enormous thank you to Jean Lewis  I am 
sure you will all agree with me that her first edition of Voice Box was a real success. She has given you all 
lots of ideas for items so please respond!   Our in-house magazine can only be as good as you make it.  

We have had some changes on the Executive Team: Jennifer Nicol has had to resign due to ill health  we all wish you much 
better health for the future Jennifer and thank you for being with us, albeit for a short time. Betty Townsend resigned in No-
vember as Prelims/Convention Team Liaison Officer (but is still involved on the Team) and Jane Wilkinson has kindly 
stepped into her shoes. Thank you Betty for an incredible job and welcome Jane  we wish you good luck but know you will 
do a great job too.    

At Council on the 19th January it was agreed that we should honour our Founder Members by making them Honorary Mem-
bers and Val Lawrence is at present tracking them down .   We know that five of them are still members of LABBS, which is 
a pretty cool achievement by anyone s standards. I hope you agree that this is a marvellous idea  where would the Associa-
tion be if they had not put their heads together thirty-one years ago?  

I have one sad, but not exactly unexpected, piece of news to report and that is that Crawley Harmony has decided to leave 
LABBS, although they plan to stay together as a singing group. It is always sad when a club leaves our Association but espe-
cially so when it is a Founder Club. Some ladies will become CAL Members but I know you will want to join with me in 
thanking them for being part of LABBS for an incredible thirty-one years and in wishing them all the very best for the future.  

Yours, in harmony, 
Jacqui  

Jacqui Edwards 



PAGE 3 VOICE BOX MARCH 2008 

We recognise and honour the tremen-
dous service to LABBS given by the 
following members. Please take the 
time to congratulate them.  

30 year members in 2006 
Audrey Ackroyd (Avon); Margaret de 
Wolf (CAL); Enid Fowler and Sybil 
Hulme (Crawley); Edna Dean, Mary 
Smith & Patsy Smith (Dorset); Marga-
ret Hobday (E Midlands); Sandra 
L an d ey (L eed s) ; En i d V au x 
(Liverpool); Kay Derrig, Kim Handel,
Wendy Povey, Daph Powell, Maureen 
Tott (Reading); Barbara Mesure & 
Beryl Richman (Sevenoaks); Margaret 
Kerswell, Brenda Roffe & Lee West-
lake (Teignmouth); Evelyn Asher, 
Bunny Bainbridge, Hilda Campbell, 
Margaret Grant (Tyneside); Di Cros-
field (Winchester).  

30 year members in 2007 
Cath M or ton & Carol Sher r y 
(Bradford); Helen Rowlands & Helen 
Ryley (CAL); Olive Clarke, Edna Law-
rence, Jean Stadnicki, Audrey Syrett, 
& Joan Tamon (Crawley); Karen 
Palmer & Marilyn Penketh (Havant);  
Dot Hall (Leeds); Paula McEwan & 
Jean Thomas (Lymm); Catherine 
Grimes (South Shields); Helen Dawkes 
(Teignmouth); Cathy Ball & Robena 
Hinwood (Wessex).  

30 years continuous services in Con-
test & Judging Programme:  
Marilyn Penketh (Havant)  

25 year members in 2007 
Sylvia Hemmings (Avon);  Madeleine 
Branson, Wendy M ead, Penny 
Mitchell, Dee Shuckburgh (Bognor 
Regis); Mary Crute, Valerie Davis, 
Janet Hill, Joyce Smith (Bristol); Pam 
Coke (Bromley);  Helen Wooldridge 
(Cardiff); Doris Baker, Anne Jones, 
Lynne Owen (Chesham);  Valerie 
Fisher, Chris Moore, Lynn Preen, Jan 
Ry d er (CA L ); Gr ace L ef ev r e 
(Crawley); Ann Garratt, Gloria Rogers,  
Rita Selway, Anita Slade (Exeter); 
Audrey Fleming (G. Manchester), 
Glad Watkinson (Havant); Jane Ford, 
Sally McLean, A lison Spencer (Leeds);
Pam Keen  (Reading);  Polly Witty 
(South Dow ns) ; Lesley Ridden 
(Tyneside); Pauline Roshier & Sue Da-
vies (Wessex) 

Jane Wi lk inson, long-
standng member of the 
Convention Team has 
taken over from Betty 
Townsend and is your 
new Convention Chair-
man.    

Jane says, We will keep 
you informed throughout 
the year via the Website, 
VoiceBox, Convention 
n e w s l e t t e r s a n d 
Information to clubs .   

Please contact me with 
any comments you would 
like to make about Con-
ventions and Prelims. For enquiries re-
garding the contests, please con-
tact Pauline Spiller .

  

See LABBS Directory or website for contact details. 

LABBS ROUND-UP 

LONG SERVICE CONVENTION TEAM CHANGES 

Out-going Convention Chairman, Betty 
Townsend is presented with a thank-you 

gift on behalf of  LABBS by Chairman,  
Jacqui Edwards 

NEW REGIONAL REP 

If I d known you d take my photo I d have had my 
hair done! said Theresa 


