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FROM LABBS CHAIRMAN

Well, what does one say after Convention? What a fabulous weekend was had by all - enormous thanks
must go of course to all who made it possible, particularly the Prelims/ Convention Team who work so
willingly for months before the event and all through the weekend. Congratulations to all the medal win-
ners, both quartets and choruses. Well done to every quartet and chorus for getting up on that stage and
doing your best - it was a fabulous effort and the standard improves every year.

There were so many highlights but may | crave your indulgence and pick out my special ones (in no par-
ticular order):

(i) Seeing all those memberswith their 25-year pins and their 30-year certificates on the stage on :
Sunday morning. Thank you ladies - you are the backbone of our Association. Jacqui Edwards

(if) Watching the White Rosettes win gold for the 11th time - what an achievement and what work to keep up that
standard year after year.

(iii) Being there to see Zena Smith, at age 85, conducting Coast-to-Coast on Sunday morning - what alovely idea and
how moving it was.

(iv) Watching The IVY League. No words for that one.
(v) Singing with my chorus on Saturday.

Thanks to you all for your support for our charities - no pun intended but the mind boggles at the thought of all those old bras
doesn’tit? | know that each charity will be delighted at the generosity shown by LABBS members, as always.

One more thing (non-Convention this time). | am sure you would all like to join me in thanking Dawn Bolton for her four
years as Editor of Voice Box. We hardly knew she was there - she just did the job quietly and regularly. Good luck with the
new job Dawn, and we look forward to seeing you in the future. Our thanks go to Jean Lewis from Guildford Harmony for
taking over so quickly and seamlessly.

By the time thisis printed Christmas will be close, with all its attendant concerts and singouts, etc. - more hard work but so
worthwhile. Enjoy! May | wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a happy, prosperous and, most of all, healthy New Y ear.

Yours, in harmony, Jacqui Edwards.

CONVENTION ROUND-UP

The White Rosettes Brighton Rose Bowl & Clive Landey Award; The Music Trophy — highest marks in music;
(Top Div 1 chorus) The Liverpool Trophy —highest marksin singing and
The Westering Trophy — highest marks in presentation
Green Street Blues The White Rosettes Trophy — 2nd place and Phoenix Trophy — best small chorus
Chiltern Harmony The Harmony Incorporated Trophy — 3rd place
Mountain Harmony Millenium Award— most improved chorus For more details on e.'”. of the
results please visit
Welwyn Harmony Reading Barberettes Trophy — novice chorus .
o where acomprehensivelistis K
Brunel Harmony The Peter Caller Award—top of Division 2 available for download.
Thameside The Red Rosettes Award —top of Division 3
Havoc Tyneside Ladies Trophy — 1st place; Frank Taylor Trophy —highest marks in presentation
Crackerjack! Trophy — highest marksin music.
Flaunt! Holland Harmony Trophy — 2nd place
Noteorious Guildford Harmony Bowl! — 3rd place and Indigo Blue Trophy — highest marks in singing
divVa The Tapestry Award—most improved quartet
Bowled Over Blue Chords Trophy — novice quartet
Derek Hollis Cheshire Chord Trophy — Director effecting most improvement

Mel Lane Gillian Depledge Lowe Award— unsung hero
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Here’s a question for you from the
LABBS Membership Secretary, Val
Lawrence: What are LABBS’ greatest
assets (aclue: we have 1,817 of them),
and how do we hold on to them?

“At Bournemouth, before the Sunday
show,” Val explains, “LABBS invited
all those who have been members for
25 years to come onto the stage to re-
ceive a certificate and their 25-year
pin. This year there were 33 of them,
and in addition, we decided that we
must acknowledge (with certificates)
the achievement, loyalty and down-
right “stickability” of all those mem-
bers who were “present at the birth”
of LABBS and who have now totted
up 30 or even 31 years of membership.

“How many (who must have been
mere children when they joined, they
still look so young) could have imag-
ined that, 30 years later, they would
still be up there, singing, strutting
their stuff and showing just how good
Barbershop is for our health and well-
being?If only we could bottleit.”

LABBS obviously has no problem
holding on to the "totally hooked” but
Val is concerned about the retention of
new members and has been finding
out how clubs deal with this. Some
clubs have already reported back but

OUR GREATEST ASSETS

Val is keen for everyone to share these
experiences.

For a variety of reasons, Humber
Belles were on the verge of losing sev-
eral new members this year and had
to react quickly. Chairman Jennifer

under their belts, they are given more
in twos and threes, with a copy of our
rehearsal plan for the coming months,
so they know what we will be singing
on what night.”

Pennine Chimes have had eight new

Nicol says, “This year
we have had quite a
few people NOT join
as they were over-
whelmed with the
amount of work that
goeson within the cho-
rus. They came for a
few weeks, loved the
singing and camarade-
rie but looked at the
music folder of songsin our repertoire
and recoiled.” The solution was to
give fewer songs out at a time, and to
make newcomers more at home by
giving them a rehearsal sweatshirt
with the chorus logo and their name
embroidered on it because, “It makes
them feel a‘fully-fledged Belle.”

Pauline Corrieri reports that reducing
the initial workload is something that
Main Street Sound have also tried. “I
voice test them that [first] night”, she
said. “If they're OK, they are given
two songs (music and CDs) - no
more - so that they can be involved
right from the start. As they get those

“They camefor afew
weeks and loved the
singing and camar aderie,
but looked at the music
folder of songsin our
repertoire and
recoiled.”

members this year (all
different parts) and
Pauline —  busy
lady — has also been
organising rookie
classes for them. She
teaches the basics, but
gets her fledglings re-
hearsing with the rest
of the chorus as soon
as they’'ve learned
their new songs. To spread the load,
the chorus have also started a buddy-
ing system so that new members have
someone who lives close by and is
someone other than their section
leader to lean on.

Is this a concern to your chorus?
What’s your view as one of our 1,817
members? Have you joined recently
and felt overwhelmed by the work-
load?Val would beinterested to hear
from you so that she can collate as
much information as possible and
shareit with all clubs,

Contact details: see LABBSdirectory

INTERNATIONAL GOLD FOR ENIGMA

“Has anybody recovered from the
Convention weekend yet? What a
great time was had by all, and a great
venue too - much better than the last
time Convention was at the BIC, when
we had to stand in our stage-wear
while people in swimming costumes
wandered past.

“We'd like to offer huge congratula-
tions to Havoc and to The White Ro-
settes for their well-deserved Gold
Medals - we hope they all have awon-
derful championship year and enjoy
every moment. Thank you also to all
who supported our “Sung with alov-
ing kiss” (SWALK) on the Friday. We
raised well in excess of £60 in dona-
tionsfor the Breast Cancer charity.

“We seemed to be extremely busy at
Convention although neither Enigma
nor Signature were competing, but
Enigma was even more busy at the
IABS convention in Cork 3 weeks pre-
viously. We were whisked off all over
the place to sing; to .the library, the
Music College (50+ Steinway pianos),
the maternity hospital (!), and best of
all, RTE radio for alive broadcast.

“And of course we were thrilled to win
the International Gold Medal against
stiff opposition from quartets from
Europe, Sweden, & the UK and USA.
Mind you, before the competition, we
were in some kind of kitchen area
warming up when they said we had
already been announced, so it was a
rather unseemly scramble to get to the

stage - only to find we were coming on
from stage right rather than stage left,
so more unseemly scrambling to re-
verse our positions took place before
we stumbled on to the stage somew hat
short of breath.

“So now we look towards the Christ-
mas period - we have the Guildford
Show, the Thames Valley Chorus show
and also a big carol concert (with Val-
erie Singleton as compere), so perhaps
we'd better knuckle down and learn
some Christmas songs. May we wish
all of you avery Happy Christmas and
our best wishes for 2008.

Steph, Rowena, Sue & Sue xx
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GOLD—THE WHITE ROSETTES

“How pleased and proud we are to be your
LABBS 2007 Gold Medal Chorus, and what a
thrilling competition it was. Congratulations
go to Green Street Blues and Chiltern Har-
mony on winning their Silver & Bronze Med-
als and our appreciation goes to Signature in
concluding what has been a momentous cham-
pionship year.

“Bournemouth Convention 2007 was a terrific
experience providing barbershop baptism for
our newest members whose infectious enthusi-
asm was areal pleasure to witness. Even the old
hands who know the convention ropes could not
fail to be “hooked” once again through sharing
the joy of singing and the excitement of step-
ping-up on the competition stage twinkling and
sparkling and delivering what we hoped would
be our best performance.

: - = 5
The White Rosettes win their 11th gold

“If Barbershop Singing was an Olympic Sport this

year’s Chorus Competition must have been the musical equivalent of the Marathon. It was atremendous day in which we the
competing choruses were able to demonstrate to the Judges and all our (highly critical) friends the results of 12 months hard
graft.

“A major part of this day are the messages of support and encouragement that we give to one another in the build-up to
those precious few minutes on stage and the praise afterwards as we applaud each other’s performances. This expression
of feeling, the camaraderie, the competitive edge, the sense of pride and achievement, and the knowledge that we belong
to this vast singing family is something magnetic that draws us back year after year for our annual renewal of barbershop
vows. Convention sets us up for another year, giving us the opportunity to improve our craft through learning new skills,
trying out different techniques and setting our selves fresh goalsto work towards.

“One of the highlights of the convention weekend was seeing the LABBS Youth Chorus The vy League mike cooling the Cho-
rus Competition. We would like to commend the hard work, energy and commitment of Mel Lane in coaching and develop-
ing the chorus and cheer on The lvy League for their massive achievement in such a short space of time. We look forward to
further supporting you all in the future.

“Bournemouth International Centre with its much improved facilities and ample “afterglow” space made it a great venue. It
was a fabulous stage on which to sing and there was such a good atmosphere both in the auditorium itself and in the commu-
nal areas outside. The staircases presented us with the perfect “riser opportunity” and it was lovely to mingle and meet up
with old friends and new and simply be together.

“After our celebrations on Saturday night, Signature’s “Sing With The Champs” on Sunday morning proved to be a very ef-
fective hangover cure and the Sunday Morning Show gave us the opportunity to relax and enjoy great musical performances -
a positive wave of barbershop sound coming from the stage, and get our yearly fix of Anita’s “Bollandesque Humour” which
kept us laughing for much of the journey home. On our way back up north it was time for coach bingo courtesy of our fully
qualified (former) Bingo Caller. So, with much hilarity and after a slight delay due to the Official Adjudicator having fallen
asleep, we played for lollipops and chocolate and had athoroughly lovely time.

“By the time you read this we will have had our 30th Anniversary Celebration Dinner and we have a busy 12 months ahead,
which so far will see us continuing our Chorus Mentoring Programme with the Abbey Belles Chorus, singing at the “BinG!”
Convention in Dortmund in March, attending Regional Prelimsin April where we hope to be mike warming, BABS Conven-
tion in May and the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod in July. We also hope to run another Education Day later in
2008 to which all clubsin our region will be invited.

“We are honoured to be your 2007 Gold Medal Chorus and hope to be great Ambassadors for LABBS over the coming year.

“In Harmony, and with our very best wishes for the festive season from The White Rosettes”

ClareE Gaunt PRO
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SILVER — GREEN STREET BLUES

“It’s been quite a year for us as our
long standing musical director Gaynor
Dugay decided that having led us
since our foundation in 1999 she was
ready to step down to devote some
time to her other interests. In those
years Gaynor took us from being a
brand new and untested chorus to
winning no less than four national
bronze medals as well as finding time
to collect gold with her quartet,
Sounds Familiar.

“In January we welcomed Bob Croft
as our new Musical Director and the
tenors gained a new voice as Gaynor
stepped up onto the risers to join the
main body of the chorus. As many of
you will know, Bob is a leading light
in the Cambridge Chord Company
and a BABS music category judge.
We've quickly settled to his new style
of teaching and been incredibly lucky
to be able to take advantage of Bob’s
considerable talents as an arranger
and director; so to then have been re-
warded with our first Silver Medal

win at Convention this year in
Bournemouth is just the icing on the
cake.

“Bournemouth was a great success for
us, not only did we achieve our best
ever position as a chorus, but three of
our quartets (‘dlvVa’, “‘Out of the Blue’
and ‘Riot’) were placed in the top six
with dIVa collecting The Tapestry
Award for most improved quartet.

“Bob brought a great ‘bonus prize
when he joined us in the form of his
wife Jan who af-
ter many years as
a BABS groupie,
has now joined
our bass section. g
We're also really
pleased to wel-
come two other
new members
who’ve boosted
our lead section -
Lindsey Rhodes
and Tina James.

Jan has already joined one of our quar-
tets - ‘Tickled Pink’ and, if we have
our way, it won’t be long before
Lindsey and Tina are roped into quar-
teting too!

“No time for resting on our laurels,
we're now back to rehearsing as we
polish our act for forthcoming sing
outs including a pre-Christmas per-
formance for the John Lewis store at
Bluewater.”

Green Street Blues

BRONZE—CHILTERN HARMONY

Convention was definitely the high-
point of a very special 25th anniver-
sary year for Chiltern Harmony.

“Most of our chorus arrived on Friday
in time to chant encouragement to our
fabulous quartet of Helen Lappert,
Alison Moore, Astrid Shepherd and

Rose Hopkinson who make =

up Noteorious. They
sounded just wonderful and
we are so very proud of
them achieving that well
deserved bronze medal and
claiming the award for best
singing.

“So, off to a good start, we
needed to do as well on Sat-
urday. We fitted in a run |
through in our hotel then it |
was on to the very smoothly
operated conveyor belt of
making up, dressing up, lim-
bering up, warming up, putting up
and finally shutting up! The last of
those is almost impossible for us but
we did the best we could while await-

Helen Lappert collects trophy

ing the results. We managed to release
some of our pent up excitement in
cheering on two of our young associ-
ates (Sarah Lappert - aged 13 and
Angharad ‘Hari’ Birtles aged 18) giv-
ing it ‘what for” with the IVY League.
They were aided and abetted in “Lean
On Me” by director Ali
Moore, Noteorious
member (in more ways
than one) and lead sec-
tion leader for our cho-
rus.

“When theresults were
announced, we heard
the “Ch” of “Chiltern”
and were up on our
feet. But of course, you
can’t celebrate too hard
as you need to be
awake and raring to go
for the Sunday win-
ners' show. Well, we
were up but perhaps not quite as ener-
getic as we might have been after
sharing one or two very small sher-
ries...between us. Before the Sunday

show we werein the main auditorium
to see two of our gals getting their 25
year pins - Doris Baker and Lynne
Owen who joined Anne Jones, Anne
Wilkins and Pat Gates in celebrating
25 years in our 25th anniversary year.
How fantastic to have been there at
the start.

“Although we don’t need much of an
excuse to celebrate, we had so many
reasons to do so. We thanked and
toasted the founders of our choruswe
toasted the new future of Barbershop
with our 5 newcomers and our IVY
League members, we toasted Noteori-
ous, and we toasted ourselves, section
by section (gosh, those two small sher-
ries went along way).

“And last but not least, we raised our
hats (glasses empty by now) to the
organisers and competitors for staging
such a splendid event.”

JoannaBirtles, PRO Chiltern Harmony
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|NTRODUCING HAVOC - sronze2005 siLVER 2006 GOLD 2007

| have been singing for as long as
| can remember. Either around
the piano at home with my Mum

My first musical activity was
learning the piano, before joining
a Brass Band, playing Flugel

and my sisters, or at local conte Horn.

and eisteddfods.

Donna and | have been singing
together for years, in a variety of
groups from folk to sea shanties,
singirg at some amazing venues
across the country.

| first got to hear Barbershop in
1989, when Donna & | were in-

vited to an Avonbelles rehearsal

soon joined the baritone section
and my section leader asked me
to join a mixed group ‘City
Lights’, where | enjoyed many
happy years singing at various
venues, in concerts, weddings
and competitions.

| also sang with a cappella group
“Classic Group Company’, our
claim to fame singing on the TV
series ‘Casualty’.

A few years later, | helped to
form a new chorus, ‘Fascinating
Rhythm’, where | am the Tenor
Section Leader and Chorus Man-
ager.

My first loveissinging in quartet,
so when Linda moved down, |
was thrilled when she asked me
to join her for ‘a sing’, and
HAVOC was ‘caused’.

Thank you Linda, Jo and Donna
for your friendship and allowing
me to organise you (!) and for
helping me to achieve the one
thing | never thought possible!

Last but not least, thanks to Pete,
(Baritone in QED and The GWC)
for beng there for me.

It was at a concert in 1978 that |

heard my first '‘Barbershop' chor
sung by a guest chorus. It turned

out to be a life changing evening

for the whole Corcoran family.

My Dad joined the Red Rose Cho-

rus and a group of us, including

my Mum & sister, formed 'The

Red Rosettes'.

| sang tenor in my first quartet
'‘Quartz' competing at the 1980
Convention, coming 5th. We did-
n’t have a clue what we were do-
ing, but | did get to buy new
shoes!

In 1982 | joined ‘Liverpool Ladies’

and won a quartet Silver at the

1985 Convention, singing Bari-

tone with 'City Limits- more new
shoes!

| returned to 'The Red Rosettes',
in 1990 as MD, a position | held
for almost 10 years - loads of new
shoes!

When 'Checkmate’ formed and
needed a Tenor, | was happy to
oblige. We won the Gold in 1994,
and 2 years later, the Interna-
tional in Cardiff - we even had
matching handbags!

In 1999, I moved 200 miles and
became the very proud Director
of The Great Western Chorus of
Bristol.

I live with Martin who, luckily, is
also heavily involved in this same
crazy ‘hobby’ being the Baritone
Section Leader of the GWC.

Winning the Gold is unbelievabl¢
as the idea of forming ‘HAVOC’
was just to ‘have asing’...and buy
more new shoes, of course!

After being an active member in
school choirs and shows | did
nothing else musical until 1 met
Ali in my 20s.

We joined a guitar trio together
that soon became a quartet, and
had a busy year singing at con-
certs in and around Bristol.

At one of the concerts, we met
someone from The Avonbelles
who told us all about Barbershop
and persuaded us to attend a re-
hearsal. From that point | was
hooked.

| started on Lead then later
moved to tenor. | joined a quartet
with Ali and somehow ended up
singing bass. Our finest hour was
appearing on the ‘Generation
Game’ asthe surprise guest to our
baritone who was competing in
the show she still won.

After this, my quartet life was
nonexistent until Linda moved tc
the West Country and askeakrifi
| fancied a sing.

And so Havoc was born, as a
‘non-competition, singing just for
fun’ quartet.

In 2004 The GWC competed in
the Irish Convention and as Linc
and Jo were going anyway, Ali
and | decided to go too.

It was then suggested, as we were
all going, HAVOC should enter.
We were stunned when we won
the gold.

For a quartet that formed ‘just for
fun’ this left us with a dilemma,
but we were finally persuaded to
join LABBS and compete and the
rest, as they say, is history.

When | was 12, | was dragged
along to a group that my mother
and Grandmother sang in. This
was my first taste of Barbershop
and | was hooked. | have been
singing barbershop ever since.

We all joined Bristol Fashion in
1983. It was amazing to think
there were three generations
singing in the same chorus. |
spent many happy years there
and have attended 20 conven-
tions which has been my biggest
inspiration. Bristol Fashion nur-
tured me through my early years
of Barbershop and | knew from
my very first convention that |
wanted to compete in quartet.

A family and a short break later |
started my quartet journey sing-
ing tenor with 'No Strings', win-
ning gold at the Irish Interna-
tional in 2000.

| became a serious groupie for
the Great Western Chorus when
my 9 year old son joined. It was
during this time that 'HAVOC'
was created.

I am now proud to be in
‘Fascinating Rhythm’ and thank
them for their support and en-
couragement.

In my early twenties | wrote
down a list of things | wanted to
achieve, including winning a
quartet gold medal. Well that’s
one crossed off!

| could not have achieved this
without the support of Steve who
is as mad about this hobby as |
am and yes, another Baritone in
The Great Western Chorus.

| come to this wonderful hobby
of ours with very little musical
expertisebut a dream to chase
and catch.




